


What 
are 
maps?
Maps show us where things or places are 
located. There are many different types. A 
map is a small visual representation of much 
larger area. Maps can be of smaller locations 
such as rooms, buildings, or cities. They can 
also be of larger locations. There are maps 
of states, countries, and the world.  1



What are 
maps 
used for?
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Maps are useful tools that help people find 
things or locations over and over again. 
Locations of roads and other landmarks on 
maps can help people get to where they 
would like to go. Maps have been made for 
thousands of years to record where new 
lands were discovered.



3

Compass 
Rose

Most maps have a compass rose. The 
compass rose lets you know which parts of 
the map are towards the four cardinal 
directions (North, South, East, and West) 
and often which parts are towards they 
intermediate directions such as North East. 



Map 
Keys
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Map Key
= Post 
Office

= grocery 
store

= playground

= library

= camp 
ground

= hospital

On most maps there is not enough space or 
not enough time is spent to draw out exact 
details for everything on a map. Symbols are 
used to represent places and things on 
maps. A map key is usually located 
somewhere on a map to explain what each 
symbol is. 
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Map Scale 1 inch = 3 miles

Since maps are drawn smaller than the actual 
place they represent, many maps include a 
map scale. A map scale tells you how far 
locations actually are from each other. Map 
scales are not all the same, because each 
map is different. Many map scales will let you 
know how many miles are in one inch on a map. 
With the map scale above 2 inches would be 6 
miles. A ruler can be used to help measure 
each inch and determine distances between 
two points. 
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Cities 
and 
Capitols
With maps of states or other similar maps the 
names of cities and the capital of the state 
are often represented with a circle where the 
place is an it’s name beside that circle. Since 
the capital is special, it is often represented 
with a star or written in larger letters. 
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Grid 
Maps

1 2 3 4

A

B

C
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To explain where something is on a grid map 
you first tell the letter next to the row and 
then tell the number above or below that 
column. In this map the city of Savannah is 
located in C,4. This is sometimes referred to 
as it’s coordinate on a map. 
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Globes

Maps are drawn on flat pieces of paper, but 
our Earth is the shape of a sphere, like a ball. 
Globes are maps created in the shape of a 
sphere which make them look much more like 
our actual Earth. Globes are a map of our 
entire Earth. 


